
Summer 2019 Reading Assignment 

For Advanced Placement English Literature 

 

Welcome to Advanced Placement English Literature!!  Print the information in this packet.  

This will not remain on the school web site all year. 

 

I. You will have one novel to read for your summer reading.  This novel is recognized as 

a work of literary merit and is subject to be found on the AP Exam in May 2019.   

 

Novel:  The Road    by Cormac McCarthy 

 

**This book is readily available at the public library, local bookstores, or Amazon.com.  If you 

have a Kindle, Nook, or iPad, you can download the book on your device.  If you have any 

issues finding the novel, see me before the last day of school. 

 

Assignments for the novel 

 Test (includes novel and information in this handout) 

Information about the novel and the author is in this packet.  While reading, you 

should identify the major themes and when finishing, the overall message of the 

book.  The test for The Road will be during the first month of school.   

 In-Class Writing 

There will be an in-class analysis writing about the novel.   

 

 Seminar Discussion (tentative) 

 

 

II. In addition to the novel, you will also need to study and learn the literary terms on the 

sheets in this packet.  As a writer of literary analysis essays, you must be able to use these 

terms as you write, to find examples of these terms in the works that you read, and to tell 

how these examples relate to the meaning of the work as a whole.  You will use these terms 

throughout the year.  The first test over these terms will be during the first month of school. 

 

 

 
 



 

The Road 
“It’s the end of the world as we know it…”  REM 

 

Apocalyptic Fiction:  This is a sub-genre of science fiction.  It is concerned with the end of modern civilization due 

to a catastrophe. 

 

Post-apocalyptic Fiction:  This is set in a world or civilization after a catastrophe has ended modern civilization.  

The Road is post-apocalyptic fiction. 

 

 

 

The Road 

Major Ideas to Consider: 

 Death:  Do not just think of death of people.  There are other kinds of death. 

 Parental Love:   Meaning?  Actions?  Justifications?   

 Good versus Evil:   What distinguishes good and evil in a post-apocalyptic world?  How is good defined?  

How is evil defined? 

 Survival:   What is the cost and worth of survival? 

 

 

 

The Road  

 Novel Facts: 

 Author:  Cormac McCarthy (1933 to present):  McCarthy is an American author born in Rhode Island.  As 

a child he moved to and grew up in Knoxville, Tennessee.  He has written many novels but is best 

known for The Road, No Country for Old Men, and All the Pretty Horses.  In 2007, he won the Pulitzer 

Prize for fiction with The Road. 

 Published in 2006 

 Post-apocalyptic tale:  world where only scattered elements of society remain and the earth’s 

technological civilization has collapsed 

 Southern Gothic:  evil as a force in the world, grotesque characters, lurking mystery, looming horror 

 Focuses on a journey taken by a father and his young son  

 Landscape has been altered by a cataclysmic event 

 Civilization and most life on earth have been destroyed 

 

 

As you read… 

 Keep a detailed list of the journey of the man and son and the experiences, incidences, & characters that 
they have and meet.  Plot the journey of the man and son.  Pay attention to the states and cities to which 
they travel.  Refer to a map if needed.  Notice what remains of a society that has been decimated. 
 



 Write five discussion questions for this novel.  These may be used in a seminar.  You do not need to answer 
these questions.  These questions will be used if/when we have a seminar discussion.  Instructions will be 
given when school resumes. 

 

 

Keep in mind that when you read for AP, you need to pay careful attention and focus on detail.  Read novels for 

the class in the same way that you would read a science textbook.  It is a good idea to make notes as you read so 

that you can cement ideas in your mind. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Literary Terms You Must Know to Survive 
(and be a competent, intelligent, educated AP English student) 

You should print this list of terms to use all year.  This information will not remain on  

the school web site throughout the year. 

 

1. allegory:  story or visual image with a second distinct meaning partially hidden behind its literal or 

visible meaning   (Animal Farm; The Crucible) 

2. alliteration:  repetition of stressed initial sounds in a group of words that are closely connected to one 

another  (“From a friendless foundling, feeble and wretched.”  Beowulf) 

3. allusion:  a reference within a literary text to some person, place, event, or artistic work, the nature and 

relevance of which is not explained by the writer but relies on the reader’s familiarity with what is thus 

mentioned outside the text (Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart, and…  

Golding—an allusion to the novel Heart of Darkness) 

4. anaphora:  a figure of speech in which a word or words are repeated, usually at the beginning of 

successive sentences, lines of verse, or clauses (In every cry of every man/ In every infant’s cry of fear/ In 

every vice, in every ban…   William Blake) 

5. antithesis:  a contrast or opposition (“Government and cooperation are in all things the laws of life; 

anarchy and competition the laws of death.”  Ruskin) 

6. aphorism:  a statement of some general principle, expressed memorably by condensing much wisdom 

into few words  (“Give a man a mask and he will tell you the truth”  Wilde) 

7. apostrophe:  a figure of speech in which the speaker addresses a dead or absent person or an 

abstraction or inanimate object  (And you O my soul where you stand,…  Whitman) 

8. archetype:  prototype; the original model; characters, plots, themes, and images that recur throughout 

the history of literature  (Ralph—Lord of the Flies—is the archetype of the perfect human—one who is 

responsible and upholds rules but who is still subject to normal human temptations.) 

9-10. assonance:  the repetition of identical or similar vowel sounds in the stressed syllables (and sometimes 

in the following unstressed syllables of neighboring words  (hit/miss, sweet/dreams, shoe/moose) 

 consonance:  the repetition of identical or similar consonants in neighboring words whose vowel 

sounds are different  (group/grope, middle/ muddle, wonder/wander, coming home, hot foot) 

11-2. cacophony:  discordant; harsh sound  (“When Ajax strives some rock’s vast weight to throw.”  Pope—

the effect of the “s” sounds creates a laboring sound.) 

 euphony:  pleasing smoothness of sound, perceived by the ease with which the words can be spoken in 

combination  (But look, the morn in russet mantle clad.  Shakespeare—the long vowels “o,u” and liquid 

consonants “l,m,r” give this an agreeable sound.) 

13. conceit:  elaborate comparison presenting a surprisingly apt parallel between two apparently dissimilar 

things or feelings  (John Donne in one of his “Holy Sonnets” asks God to invade his soul like an army 

raping and pillaging a town.) 

14-5. connotation:  the range of further associations that a word or phrase suggests in addition to its 

straightforward dictionary meaning  (politician-one whose primary interest is personal or partisan gain) 

 denotation:  the dictionary definition of the word  (politician-one who professionally engages in 

politics) 

16. colloquialism:  the use of informal expressions appropriate to everyday speech rather than to the 

formality of writing  (Huck Finn) 



17. diction:  the choice of words used in a literary work—abstract or concrete language, soft or hard 

language, formal or informal (colloquial) language, literal or figurative language 

18-9. end rhyme:  rhyme occurring at the ends of verse lines  (Dropt the playthings of her life/… Of Woman, 

and of Wife--  Dickinson) 

 slant rhyme:  rhyme that is not perfect—refers to the words at the ends of lines of poetry that almost 

rhyme—occurs when words include sounds that are similar but not identical—typically involves some 

variation of assonance or at times consonance  (And breaths were gathering firm/…Be witnessed-- in the 

Room--  Dickinson) 

20-1. figurative language:  an expression that departs from the accepted literal sense or from the normal 

order of words, or in which an emphasis is produced by patterns of sound  (metaphor, simile, metonymy, 

synecdoche, personification, irony, hyperbole, apostrophe, anaphora, alliteration, assonance, 

consonance, paradox, oxymoron,  symbolism, onomatopoeia, cacophony, euphony, meter, allusion, etc.) 

 imagery:  use of vivid or figurative language to represent objects, actions, or ideas  

22. hyperbole:  exaggeration for the sake of emphasis in a figure of speech not meant literally  (I have been 

waiting here for ages.) 

23. juxtapose (juxtaposition):  to place side by side for comparison or contrast (the forest and the town in 

The Scarlet Letter) 

24-5. metaphor:  figure of speech in which one thing, idea , or action is referred to by a word or expression 

normally denoting another thing, idea, or action so as to suggest some common quality shared between the 

two  (Shalt thou retire alone, nor couldst thou wish couch more magnificent…  Bryant—couch is a 

metaphor use for the final resting place in death) 

 extended metaphor:  a metaphor that compares two unlike things in various ways throughout a 

paragraph, a stanza, or an entire piece of writing (Bradstreet’s In Reference to My Children poem—the 

extended metaphor compares children to birds) 

26-7. meter:  the pattern of measured sound-units recurring more or less regularly in lines of verse   

      feet:  a unit of poetic meter consisting of stressed and unstressed syllables 

    ~   `         ~      `            ~    `         ~      `         ~    `  

 (By all  /   the Gods  /   that ro  /  mans bow  /  before… 

28-9. metonymy:  figure of speech that replaces the name of one thing with the name of something else 

closely associated with it  (the press for journalism, the bottle for alcoholic drink, the Oval Office for the 

U.S. Presidency,  The pen is mightier than the sword—writing is more powerful than warfare.) 

 synecdoche:  figure of speech in which part of an object or process replaces the whole or vice versa  

(fleet of ships described as forty sails, blue collar for manual worker, daily bread for food for sustenance) 

30-1. paradox:  a seemingly contradictory or absurd statement that is nevertheless true or sensible  (Parting is 

all we now of heaven./ And all we need of hell.  Dickinson—contrast of heaven and hell but is a truth) 

 oxymoron:  a figure of speech in which opposite or contradictory ideas are combined (a living death, 

the darkness visible, a loving hate) 

32. parallelism:  the arrangement of similarly constructed clauses, sentences, or verse lines in a pairing or 

other sequence suggesting some correspondence between them (…a government of the people, by the 

people, and for the people.) 

33-4. rhetoric:  the art, study, or skill in using language effectively 

     rhetorical question:  a question to which no answer is expected often used for effect 

35. simile: a comparison between two dissimilar things using the words “like” or “as”  (She walks in beauty 

like the night.”  Byron) 

36. syntax:  the way in which words and clauses are ordered and connected so as to form sentences; or the 

set of  grammatical rules governing such word-order (sentence type-declarative, imperative, 



interrogative, exclamatory, simple compound, complex, compound-complex, balanced , loose, periodic, 

natural order, inversion; juxtaposition; parallel structure; repetition) 

37. tone:  the mood or atmosphere of a work 

38.  epistle:  a formal or elegant letter; a composition in the form of a letter 

39. in medias res:  in or into the middle of a narrative or plot 

40. hubris:  a great or foolish amount of pride or confidence 

41. pathos:  a quality that evokes pity or sadness 

42. pedantic:  concerned with rules or academic learning 

 

 

 

 

 


